
©2010 Ken Moser   
www.effectiveyouthministry.com 
 1 

Bring the Bible back into youth ministry! 
By Ken Moser 
This was a short article for Youthwork Magazine in the U.K. 
 
The last time I was near a soapbox I was at Hyde Park and I heckled the wrong speaker a 
bit too loudly. Things got a bit out of hand but fortunately I slipped away unscathed. 
Well, I guess this is the forum to ‘let fly’ so here goes! 
 
What I want to say is simply this: we need to bring the Bible back into youth ministry.  
 
Sometime a few decades back we left it in the dust and moved on. We went after sport, 
did craft, hung out with the locals, built skateboard ramps, talked about problems etc. We 
never thought to go back to the book and find out if it said anything about what we 
should do with the youth in our church or those outside. Some of us are scared to use it, 
don’t believe it anymore, or simply feel that our target audience would never take us 
seriously if we opened it with them.  
 
I want to say unequivocally that this is a shame. In my 20+ years of youth ministry I 
have tried pretty much every style and ministry model on offer. Ironically, I have found 
that the simplest and most effective strategy is actually the same model the church has 
been using for centuries. In fact, I think the best book on youth ministry is The Book of 
Acts! It is filled with tried and tested models for reaching people and helping them to 
follow Jesus.  
 
In fact, am amazed at the Bible. It tells me why I need to meet with a group of youth 
(Hebrews 3:12-14; 10:24-26) and it tells us what we are to do when we gather together 
(Acts 2:42-47; Eph. 5:18, 19; Col. 3:16).  
 
The Bible needs to shape our practice, inform our message it needs to guide what we do 
and whom we do it with. Finally, it must inform our evangelism strategies. For too long 
now we have chased after phantoms that have lead us away from the direction the Word 
leads us. We have run the gamut from being culture vultures to sportsman, hip locals to 
social directors. It is time go back home.  
 
Here are two challenges: 1. spend the next few months reading the New Testament. 
However, you will be seeking to answer one question- what does this tell me about what I 
should do with the young people in my care. 2. take a leap of faith and put it into practice 
for example, let Colossians 4:2 come alive in your youth ministry (you’ll have to look it 
up!) and figure out how you can do Colossians 3:16. Spend some time with a ministry 
friend and work out how we can place use the evangelistic strategies in Acts today in 
your local setting. 
 
Finally, beware of youth ministry fads. Fads fade. The ‘latest, greatest youth ministry 
model’ will soon look out of place. However, the truths in the Word stand forever. What 
worked then (long ago) will work now! Is anyone game? 
 


